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THE CORPORATION OF THE

CITY OF WHITE ROCK

15322 BUENA VISTA AVENUE, WHITE ROCK, B.C. V4B 1Y6

ON TABLE see page 15

October 15, 2019

A MEETING of the ARTS AND CULTURAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE will be held in the CITY
HALL COUNCIL CHAMBERS located at 15322 Buena Vista Avenue, White Rock, BC, on
OCTOBER 22 at 4:00 p.m. for the transaction of business as listed below.
T. Arthur, Director of Corporate Administration

AGENDA

1.

CALL TO ORDER

2.

ADOPTION OF AGENDA
RECOMMENDATION
THAT the Arts and Cultural Advisory Committee (the Committee) adopt the agenda for the
October 22, 2019 meeting as circulated.

3.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES
a) September 24, 2019
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RECOMMENDATION
THAT the Arts and Cultural Advisory Committee (the Committee) adopt the September 24,
2019 meeting minutes as circulated.
4.

REVIEW OF KEY S.W.O.T ITEMS IDENTIFIED BY THE COMMITTEE

5.

CULTURAL STRATEGIC GOAL AREAS

6.

REPORT FROM THE CHAIR

7.

COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS UPDATE
Committee Clerk to provide update on Arts and Cultural Advisory Committee
recommendations to Council.

8.

COMMITTEE MEETING SCHEDULE
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a. 2019 Schedule
The 2019 Arts & Cultural Advisory Committee 2019 schedule was adopted by the
Committee at its June 25, 2019 meeting. The following upcoming meeting dates are
noted for reference purposes:
•

November 26
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b. 2020 Schedule
Review the following 2020 Arts & Cultural Advisory Committee meeting schedule:
• January 28;
• February 25;
• March 24;
• April 28;
• May 26;
• June 23;
• July 28;
• September 29;
• October 27; and
• November 24
RECOMMENDATION
THAT the Arts and Cultural Advisory Committee (the Committee) adopt the 2020
meeting schedule as presented.
9.

CONCLUSION OF THE OCTOBER 22, 2019 ARTS AND CULTURAL ADVISORY
COMMITTEE MEETING
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PRESENT:

J. Adams, Chairperson
M. Partridge, Vice-chairperson
M. Bali (left at 5:00 p.m.)
E. Cheung (left at 5:23 p.m.)
J. Davidson (left at 5:35 p.m.)
P. Higinbotham
P. Petrala
D. Thompson
H. Vanderwolf

NON-VOTING: K. Bjerke-Lisle, White Rock Museum and Archives (arrived at 4:05 p.m.)
ABSENT:

K. Breaks
S. Fairbairn

STAFF:

E. Stepura, Director of Recreation and Culture
E. Keurvorst, Manager, Cultural Development
E. Tuson, Committee Clerk
Public: 1
Press: 0

1.

CALL TO ORDER
The Chairperson called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.

2.

ADOPTION OF AGENDA

2019-ACAC-009

IT was MOVED and SECONDED
THAT the Arts and Cultural Advisory Committee (the Committee) amend the agenda for
September 24, 2019 meeting to include:
•

Under Item 8 (Other Business) – 8.1 M. Partridge, Vice-Chairperson, Amica White
Rock Meeting; and

THAT the agenda be adopted as amended.

CARRIED

3.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES
a)
July 24, 2019

2019-ACAC-010

IT was MOVED and SECONDED
THAT the Arts and Cultural Advisory Committee (the Committee) adopt the
July 24, 2019 meeting minutes as circulated.

CARRIED
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4.

CULTURAL STRATEGIC PLANNING NEXT STEPS
Staff provided the brainstorm notes from the July 24, 2019 meeting as an On Table item.
The Committee reviewed the notes for their information.
Staff clarified the difference between a vision and mission statement. It was noted that a
vision statement should include futuristic wording.
The Committee discussed the following regarding vision statements:
• What they would like to see included in the vision statement for the 2019 – 2024
Cultural Strategic Plan.
• The previous 2014 – 2018 Cultural Strategic Plan vision statement.
Discussion continued and the Committee noted that the following would be their vision
statement for the 2019 – 2024 Cultural Strategic Plan:
‘White Rock connects and engages the whole community by empowering and
integrating arts and culture into the daily life of the City’.
Conduct a S.W.O.T and Gap Analysis
Staff provided the Committee with a definition of a S.W.O.T. and gap analysis.
The Committee reviewed the On Table S.W.O.T analysis from the previous Cultural
Strategic Plan. The strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats provided were
ranked in order of importance. Discussion continued and additional strengths, weakness,
opportunities and threats that were not included on the list were noted.

Action Item: Staff to provide the Committee the updated S.W.O.T analysis for review. Committee
members are to rank them in order of importance, with emphasis on ones that, if
addressed now, would have the most significant impact on achieving their vision
statement.
5.

REPORT FROM THE CHAIR
J. Adams, Chairperson summarized his report titled, “White Rock, the City of Surprises”
for the Committees information.

Action Item: Committee members to review the report titled, “White Rock, the City of Surprises”, and
consider any elements that may need to be added. Committee members will report back
to the Committee at the next schedule meeting.
2019-ACAC-011

IT was MOVED and SECONDED
THAT the Arts and Cultural Advisory Committee (the Committee) receive for
information the document submitted by Chairperson J. Adams, “White Rock, the City of
Surprises”; and
THAT the Arts and Cultural Advisory Committee (the Committee) use the “White Rock,
the City of Surprises” document as a reference as they move forward in the Cultural
Strategic Planning process.
CARRIED
ACAC AGENDA PKG
PAGE 4

2019-ACAC-012

IT was MOVED and SECONDED
THAT the Arts and Cultural Advisory Committee (the Committee) request that Council
consider adding a representative from the White Rock Library to the Committee as a nonvoting member.
CARRIED

Note: Agenda items were discussed out of order.
8.1

M. PARTRIDGE, VICE-CHAIRPERSON, AMICA WHITE ROCK MEETING
M. Partridge, Committee member discussed her meeting with Amica White Rock for the
Committees information. It was reported that the theatre space is a movie theatre, not a
staged area for live performances; however, it could be used for events such as improve,
gallery space, etc.
The Committee discussed other venues throughout the City that may be good for events
such as improve and theater.
M. Partridge, Committee member noted that she has been asked to join the White Rock
Business Improvement Association (BIA) Board as an arts and culture representative.

6.

COMMITTEE ROUNDTABLE
K. Bjerke-Lisle, White Rock Museum and Archives, noted the following regarding the
White Rock Museum and Archives:
• The “Sand Castles of Your Mind” exhibit will be closing October 7, 2019.
• The next exhibit, beginning November 1, 2019, will be “Lest We Forget: White
Rock During the War Years”.
Staff noted the following upcoming City events:
• Youth Art Show opening reception – October 4.
• 5 Corners Buskers and Comedy Festival – September 27 – 29.
• Peace Arch Hospital “Stande” public art exhibit unveiling – October 2.
• Pop-Up Gallery show opening – October 3.
P. Higinbotham, Committee member, noted that the Semiahmoo Arts Society is hosting
their annual Soup Bowl Fundraiser on October 5, 2019.
D. Thompson, Committee member, noted that CARP is hosting their Salute to Seniors on
October 5, 2019.

7.

UPDATE OF ACTIVITIES HAPPENING IN THE COMMUNITY
No update at this time.

8.

OTHER BUSINESS
Update on Committee Recommendation from the September 13 Regular Council
Meeting
The Committee Clerk noted that the motion passed by the Committee at the July 24, 2019
meeting to invite a member/ representative from Semiahmoo First Nation to join the
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Committee as a non-voting member was passed by Council at their September 13 Regular
meeting.
9.

2019 SCHEDULE OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS
•

November 26

Action Item: Staff to schedule an additional Committee meeting in October 2019.
10.

CONCLUSION OF THE SEPTEMBER 24, 2019 ARTS & CULTURAL ADVISORY
COMMITTEE MEETING
The Chairperson concluded the meeting at 5:48 p.m.

J. Adams, Chairperson

E. Tuson
Committee Clerk
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“If you build it, they will come”
Field of Dreams

We have a strategic vision, to fully integrate White Rock’s arts and
culture into the community’s daily life and in doing so create City that is
of interest to a wider public, drawing them in to the City and its creative
life.
We have a tactical plan that outlines directions and some objectives
and we have to ensure that these meet our strategic goal. For this to
work, we must husband and effectively use White Rock’s existing,
potential and very finite infrastructure supply. We must also begin to
develop ways to help White Rock residents become active promoters of
the City’s creative life. (What’s in it for them?)
INFRASTRUCTURE
The City has only a very limited supply of places where creative events
can take place and a large portion of them are weather and seasonal
dependent. This tends to orient the event planning towards warmer,
more predictably dryer weather. It also with a few exceptions
concentrates the programming to the beachfront where the
infrastructure has been developed to handle large outdoor crowds and
the opening of galleries that draw their patrons to the beach and away
from town centre and the Cultural Corridor. A balance has to be
established that will provide a flow into the town centre rather than
just through it.
With development increasing rapidly along Johnston Rd. (the Cultural
Corridor), The City, with the urging of this committee, ensure that
negotiations for permanent, designated space, is built into the projects’

ACAC AGENDA PKG
PAGE 7

planning at the earliest stage so that the growth of creative space along
the Cultural Corridor is insured. There are some developments in their
very early stages and there is still a possibility that space can be secured
but the City must act quickly.
The City and School Board have control over two prime locations along
the corridor, the Civic Park site at Russell and at Five Corners where a
portion of the school ground has potential for development.
The Civic Park Site
While having green space along the Corridor is desirable, the park site
can be used for a much more effective purpose, building an art gallery
with an emphasis on local and contemporary First Nations work. It is
an ideal location in the centre of the most heavily developed area of
the town centre, easily accessible by all modes of transportation. The
work collected and shown will have an immediate connection to
residents and provide a window into the art of White Rock for visitors.
It will also serve as a venue for small audience performances. Having
such a facility will increase activity in the town centre and increase the

residents’ sense of pride in the City.

The concern about not using the land as a park can be addressed by
putting the park on top of the gallery much like the roof of the
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Vancouver Convention Centre. In this way the City gets a gallery and a
park that will be used on a daily basis, place to relax, to have small
performances (weather permitting), civic gatherings and adds to the
City’s Green credentials.
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While there are some issues to consider, such as brown field
remediation, siting to preserve the theatre mural and the ongoing
issues of budgeting and staff, the benefits outweigh these issues. The
location on the Cultural Corridor is the most effective use of such a
valuable Civic Space. It is a facility that will be used by the residents on
many levels and serve as a draw to visitors. To emphasize the work of
contemporary First Nations artists such as Robert Davison, Susan Point,
Sonny Assu, Roxanne Charles and others, we pay homage to the
ongoing and vibrant culture whose land we share and provide a venue
for the exploration of their art today as opposed to a historical view
such as the on taken by the Museum of Anthropology, having that
other “bookend” would provide a unique platform that will draw
Researchers, curators, academics as well a visiting public.
By providing a permanent and professional exhibition space the City
will go a long way to meeting its commitment to support and foster the
local visual arts and high level artisan craftsmanship that exists in White
Rock.
The construction of the White Rock Gallery will meet goals 1-5 as
outlined in the 2014-19 Strategic plan.
The Five Corners Site
The large field at the northeast corner of Johnston Road and Buena
Vista Avenue is an ideal site for a performing arts centre suitable in size
for the growing City of White Rock. Its location, next to the school
designated for the arts and only a short distance from the Blue Frog
Studio makes it the ideal place for such a centre. The land which
appears to being held in reserve is not part of the grass covered play
area and being on the corner makes for easy access.
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A theatre of 400-600 would be ideal for the space and the City and
allow for a variety of performances.
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Siting the performance centre here would bring new life to this part of
the Cultural Corridor and make it a destination area, bringing increased
traffic to the businesses in the area and providing a “next step” space
for the neighbouring students not to mention the young professional
talent that calls White Rock home.
As with the gallery, there are issues to be dealt with. The land belongs
to the schoolboard so negotiations will have to take place. A solution to
parking will have to be creatively dealt with because of the unique
character of the location. Consideration will have to be given to
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accommodate events such as the Busker’s Festival which have a history
of performance at that location. The inbuilt costs of budgeting and
staffing are always part of the equation.
Funding
In both cases, funding should be sought from the private, provincial
and federal sectors to aid in the City’s capital project budget. These two
projects are attractive in that they would attract an audience from a
wide area- even cross border patrons. Their presence and activities will
increase and enhance the businesses in the town centre and provide
the City with the focus that the Town Centre needs,
Naming rights to the two facilities could go a long way to offsetting the
City’s budget costs and in doing so would ensure that the naming
patron would advertise his/her/their participation widely thereby
increasing the awareness of White Rock as the mecca of arts and
culture that we are aiming for.
The construction of the performance centre meets goals 1-5 of the
2014-19 Strategic Plan.
Things that we can do quickly to can get White Rock residents
involved (sometimes without even realizing it…)
A “Resident’s Discount” on ticketed events.
Commuter advertising. Give out catchy and attractive rear window
stickers that point out how creative White Rock is (Walk with Art in
White Rock, Live Creatively in White Rock, its Festival Season Year
‘round in White Rock…you get the idea. These should be made for the
rear windows of cars/vans, rear windows are at eye level. Can you
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imagine if even half our commuting residents had these window
stickers how much attention White Rock would be getting?
Highly visible, well designed buttons distributed for free at City/public
venues
Perks for being creative with your living space (house, garden etc.)
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2019-10-22 ACAC
ON TABLE Re Item 4
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