Minutes of an Environmental Advisory Committee Meeting
held in the City Hall Council Chambers on
October 3, 2019

PRESENT:

R. Hynes, Chairperson
J. Lawrence, Vice-Chairperson
W. Boyd (left at 6:00 p.m.)
P. Byer
S. Crozier
I. Lessner

COUNCIL:

Councillor E. Johanson (non-voting)

ABSENT:

D. Riley

STAFF:

J. Gordon, Director of Engineering and Municipal Operations
S. Whitton, Manager, Parks Department
A. Claffey, Arboricultural Technician (left at 6:00 p.m.)
D. Johnstone, Committee Clerk
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Public: 1
Press: 0
1.

CALL TO ORDER
The Chairperson called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.
S. Crozier, Committee member, requested that each meeting begin with an
acknowledgement that we are gathered on the unceded territory of the Semiahmoo
First nation.

2.

ADOPTION OF AGENDA

2019-EAC-015

It was MOVED and SECONDED
THAT the Environmental Advisory Committee (the Committee) amends the
October 3, 2019 agenda to include:
• Under Item 7 -Referral of the Committee's motion (2019-EAC-012) to
Council back to the Committee; and

THAT the agenda be adopted as amended.

CARRIED

3.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES

2019-EAC-O 16

It was MOVED and SECONDED
THAT the Committee adopts the minutes of the September 5, 2019 meeting as
circulated.
CARRIED
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ORGANIZATION AND METHODS OF WORK
Chairperson R. Hynes discussed the Committee workload, and proposed suggested
methods on how to move forward for the Committee term.
The following discussion points were noted:
• Staff is working with their legal counsel to update the Council and Committee
Procedure Bylaw with respect to protocol for sub-committees/task forces etc.
• The Committee discussed their code of conduct, and the intent to adhere to rules
and regulations regarding transparency.
• The idea of working groups was discussed to assign various tasks to help prepare
the workload for the Committee. It was noted that working groups would not
have more than three (3) people, and their role would be to provide information
back to the Committee as a whole.
• Ensuring that agenda items are prioritized on the agenda, and keeping agendas
manageable in a two (2) hour time frame was suggested.
• Booking additional meetings to discuss time-sensitive matters may be required.

5.

TREE MANAGEMENT BYLAW 1831 AND TREE MANAGEMENT ON CITY
LANDS POLICY 611
Staff provided an overview of Tree Management Bylaw 1831 and Tree Management on
City Lands Policy 611.
The following discussion points were noted:
• Tree Management on City Lands Policy 611 is not a bylaw, it acts as a
guideline.
• The potential for an Impermeable Surfaces Bylaw was discussed .
• Root volume needs to be taken into consideration when planting trees and
assessing tree health.
• Concerns were expressed with Policy 611 and the consideration of views when
looking at tree removal. This was identified as a possible concern for the
policy, and enquires were made on how many tree removal requests are based
on this portion of the policy.
Concerns
were expressed with regard to the Zoning Bylaw, and its effect on the
•
tree canopy.
• Staff could provide a report/ presentation to the Committee regarding areas that
they feel could be amended in both the bylaw and the policy.
• Fine amounts in the current bylaw could be reconsidered .
The Committee enquired on the reasoning behind Council' s referral of this matter. It
was noted that the referral was largely due to procedure-related concerns with tree
removal.
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2019-EAC-017

It was MOVED and SECONDED
THAT the Environmental Advisory Committee (the Committee) creates a
working group to clarify Council's referrals, identify potential issues to be
addressed regarding tree management in the City including the substance of Tree
Management Bylaw 1831 and Policy 611 and their application and enforcement,
and other issues that may arise.
CARRIED
Committee Member Boyd voted in
the negative

2019-EAC-018

It was MOVED and SECONDED
THAT the Environmental Advisory Committee (the Committee) pennits a
member of the public to speak.
CARRIED

Concerns were expressed regarding the fonnation of working groups. The Committee
noted that the task for the working group would be to provide a breakdown of the
infonnation in a more organized manner for the Committee to discuss further at the
next meeting.
C01mnittee members S. Crozier and I. Lessner volunteered to serve on the working
group.

6.

2019/20 OPERATIONAL PLAN FOR THE PARKS DEPARTMENT
S. Whitton, Manager, Parks Department, summarized the report dated October 3, 2019
titled "2019/20 Operational Plan for the Parks Department". It was noted that
maintenance standards throughout the City have increased over the past two (2) years.

The Committee requested that the 2019/20 Operational Plan be added to the next
agenda to provide members with an opportunity to offer additional suggestions/
feedback from an environmental perspective.

7.

ADDITIONAL OCTOBER MEETING DATES TO DISCUSS:
The Committee requested that an additional meeting be held on October 24 th to discuss
the following items:
• Semiahmoo Bay Water Quality;
• Park Management Plan; and,
• Working group update regarding Tree Management Bylaw 1831 and Tree
Management on City Lands Policy 611.

In addition, the following comments were provided:
• The Parks Manager would not be available to attend the October 24 meeting.
• Council's referral regarding the September 9, 2019 report "White Rock Pier
- Options for Southwest Floating Facility and Pier Reconstruction Update"
was discussed. It was noted that environmental work (such as an impact
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assessment) will be required for the pier as well as the marina, should the
City decide to move forward with that approach.
•

The Committee is still to discuss issues they wish to prioritize within the
current Enviromnental Strategic Plan (ESP) & Integrated Storm-Water
Management Plan (ISWMP).

•

Recommendation 2019-EAC-012 (THAT the Environmental Advisory

Committee recommends that Council consider bringing any changes to
existing City Bylaws regarding the beach to the Committee for their
consideration) was referred back the Committee by Council for clarification.
It was noted this item would be discussed further at the next EAC meeting,
when discussing Semiahmoo Bay Water Quality.
2019-EAC-019

It was MOVED and SECONDED
THAT the Environmental Advisory Committee (the Committee) meeting be
extended to 6:30 p.m.

CARRIED

8.

CLIMATE EMERGENCY
Committee member S. Crozier discussed the need for a declaration of a Climate
Emergency in White Rock. E. Johanson, Council representative, provided an On-Table
document titled " On Target for Climate: Visionary climate leadership in Lower
Mainland Municipalities" for information.

2019-EAC-020

It was MOVED and SECONDED
THAT the Enviromnental Advisory Committee (the Committee) recommend that
White Rock City Council declare a climate emergency.

DEFEATED
R. Hynes, J. Lawrence, P. Byer and I. Lessner voted in the negative.
Discussion ensued, with the Committee providing the following comments:
• The content of the motion was debated. It was suggested that additional
clarification could be provided within the motion, as well as more immediate
action guidelines.
• Additional time to adequately consider this motion was suggested .
• The political nature of the motion was discussed .
• An opinion was made that the City of White Rock' s current climate policy is
below average when compared to the Provincial norm.
• In addition to a Climate Emergency, it was noted that there is also an Ocean
Emergency.
Funding
opportunities for enviromnental initiatives were discussed. It was noted
•
that obtaining provincial funding is a lengthy process, and that declaring a climate
emergency does not necessarily change this.
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The Committee noted the importance of providing a recommendation to Council
declaring a climate emergency. It was stressed that this motion be presented in a
manner in which all members can support.
Action Item:
discussion.

Climate Emergency to be provided on the next Committee agenda for further

9.

INFORMATION
The Committee received the following items for infonnation:
• Letter and newspaper from Wilderness Committee.
• Tree Canopy Plan Report to Council, September 9, 2019.
• Tree Canopy Map.

10.

OTHER BUSINESS
Staff reported that the City' s annual Volunteer Appreciation Banquet would be held on
Wednesday, November 20, 2019. An invitation would be provided to all members by
email later this month.

11.

2019 SCHEDULE OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS
a) The following 2019 Environmental Advisory Committee meeting dates were
approved by the Committee and are noted on the agenda for infonnation
purposes:
• October 24
• November 7
• December 5
b) Potential 2020 meeting dates .

2019-EAC-021

IT WAS MOVED AND SECONDED
THAT the Environmental Advisory Committee approves the 2020 meeting schedule
as follows:
• January 9
• February 6
• March 5
• April2
• May7
• June 4
• July 2
• September 3
• October 8
• November 5
CARRIED
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CONCLUSION OF THE OCTOBER 3, 2019 ENVIRONMENT AL
ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING
The Chairperson declared the meeting concluded at 6:37 p.m.

R. Hynes, Chairperson

D. Johnstone, Committee Clerk

